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suggested to him that he should employ a curate. He had
objected till she said that she would pay him. That was how
Theodore Chrystal came to Little Riddings and attracted
the attention of a woman who felt that in two years of
marriage all her youth had been burnt up and her innocence
defiled.

Adela was so much younger than her brother Adriaii
that his friends, ever since her childhood, had seemed to her
rather like honorary uncles than contemporaries. She could
not remember a time when she had not known Richard
Newstead, who was now a Fellow of All Saints College,
Oxford. He held this position as " founder's kin." It was a
delightful arrangement. Because an ancestor, centuries ago,
had been founder of the college, Richard had the right ta
free rooms therein, with a garden-view from his window, a
lovely hall to dine in, a common-room to talk in when he
felt like talking, which was rarely, and a modest, but-
sufficient income. In return for these benefits, he had noth-
ing to do except take a nominal interest in the affairs of his
college, criticise its port, and obstruct its reform. To even
such enterprises as these he brought small enthusiasm*
"Leave me alone and I'll leave you alone" was his attitude
to his college as to everything else. He collected Greek coins,
and it was said that on the basis of these he was writing a
book upon the Greek colonisation of the Mediterranean-
coasts and islands. He had laid down a few rules for the
conduct of life. One was: "An hour's exercise a day is
necessary for the moving of a man's bowels. Beyond that*
exercise is barbarous." In obedience to this rule, he would
leave college at three precisely, winter or summer, hail, rain,
snow or broiling sun, and walk upon the Woodstock Road,
re-^enteiing the portals of All Saints as the Oxford clocks-
were striking four. He had also said: "A dog is fit to
share the exercises of a man's body, a cat the exercises of
his mind." Therefore, on leaving the college, he would call
at the Mitre where his bull-terrier Mr. Gladstone was
kennelled in the yard. The walk completed, Mr. Gladstone
would be returned to his kennel, and Newstead would
expect to find his Persian cat Dizzy awaiting him with the
tea and toast in his rooms. Only Dizzy knew whether, iii